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^1 . (C)  Vital  lubricants  for  Eritrea's  main  generators  are  at 
least  five  days  away  from  machinery  that  needed  them  a month 
ago  (Ref  A),  according  to  Mohammed  Gbepo  (protect).  Total's 
managing  director  in  Eritrea.  In  a typical  last  minute  deal, 
the  Eritrean  government  (GSE)  scraped  together  more  than  $1 
million  to  purchase  2,000  drums  of  specialized  lubricants  for 
its  Massawa  generators.  Although  this  amount  would  typically 
last  seven  months,  the  generators  have  been  running  below 
standard  for  months  and  will  immediately  require  500  of  the 
initial  800-drum  shipment  just  to  get  back  up  to  correct 
specifications.  As  of  Oct  22,  Gbepo  continued,  the  GSE  is 
only  running  two  of  the  four  generators,  which  could  mean 
intermittent  blackouts  in  Asmara  and  Massawa  until  the 
lubricants  arrive.  It  could  also  mean  that  industry,  such  as 
the  soap  factory  and  the  brewery,  will  be  forced  to  run  on 
generators.  As  of  midnight  Oct  27,  large  sections  of  Asmara, 
including  the  embassy  compound,  have  experienced  power 
failure . 

1L2  . (C)  Gbepo  expressed  continued  frustration  with  the  GSE. 

The  government  refuses  to  enter  into  a contract  to  ensure  a 
regular  supply  of  the  needed  lubricants,  and  instead  demands 
immediate  delivery  at  the  last  minute.  He  told  poloff  the 
GSE  once  sent  a military  official  with  $120,000  stuffed  in  a 
suitcase  to  try  to  bribe  him  into  supplying  the  lubricants 
more  quickly.  Gbepo  reiterated  the  GSE  is  doing  extensive 
damage  to  its  generators  by  waiting  until  the  last  minute  to 
resupply  the  lubricants. 
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